Spring 2011: World History Exam
M. Haviland • Westtown School

Write an essay arguing for the importance of World War I to understanding the 21st century. You need a great thesis. Be wide ranging in your discussion (include as appropriate things from the present such as the Arab Spring, death of Osama bin Laden, the capture of Ratko Mladic, the rise of China as an economic powerhouse, the reshaping of the American automobile industry, the Patriot Act, the ease of information, and the separation of the world into the digital haves and have nots just to name a very few possibilities) include other examples from our study of history this year as appropriate.
1. First and foremost start with World War I. You will want to show some of what you have learned in this our last unit of the term. In many ways all of our work this term--the rise of western imperialism; the development of the ideas of socialism (and capitalism though we had to skip over that as well as the industrial revolution); the revolutions of the late 18th and early 19th centuries has led us to this first World War, a war which was truly global in its participants and its effects after the war.

2. In considering what to write about focus your work within one of the overarching themes from our studies this year:

. Human interaction with the environment (weather, wind, sea currents, volcanoes, mountains, deserts, arable land, disease, tapping into resources, the importance of location, development of hinterlands, etc)

a. Cultural diffusion (the movement of ideas, technologies, practices, values, belief systems across the face of the globe)

b. Human interactions with other humans

o   
Trade systems
o   
Conquest and empire
o   
Governmental systems
o   
Religions and belief systems

Nuts and Bolts of the Exam:
1. Submit a bibliography with your paper. Your paper is due electronically via Turnitin in Moodle by 8:30 AM Tuesday June 7th. Then you are to come to MH 10 at 8:30 for the oral portion of the exam. You should have a two-three minute summary of your paper prepared. You will stand up and give this summary to the class, T. Brit and T. Margaret and perhaps a guest or two. 

2. We will then discuss the topic for 45 minutes “why understanding World War I is key to understanding the first decade of the 21st century.”

3. We will have time at the end of class to complete self evaluations for the exam.

